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Students get filmmaking direction from pros

BY VINCE DIXON
Staff Reporter

“Lights, camera, action”
three words that the 14 high school
students participating in the Sum-
mer Production Mentorship Pro-
gram will hear over and over again
this week.

The teens, juniors or seniors at

the Chicago Vocational Career
Academy, are spending four hours
a day in production for the short
film “Scream at Me.” Filming is
taking place near the school, which
is at 2100 E. 87th St.

The mentorship, in partnership
with Chicago Public Schools’ Edu-
cation to Careers program, is a six-
week paid workshop formed to in-

crease diversity and minority in-
terest in the film industry.

The workshop, designed by the
national nonprofit organization In-
dependent Feature Project, allows
filmmakers and industry profes-
sionals to work with selected stu-
dents in creating and producing a
short film.

Due to the “sophistication” of
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the script, what was suppoasd to
be a five-minuté short now is 15
minutes long. “There’s something
different about this script,” says
John Mossman, the film's Inde-
pendent Feature Project. pro-
ducer, “It has a great amount of
depth.”

Derrek Jones, 17, wrote the
screenplay as part of academy’s ra-
dio/TV majors class. The script,
chosen from among several sub-
missions, has um!ergone pre-pro-
duetion and now is ready to be
filmed.

The students are working
closely with Mossman and Project
asgistant producer Hannah Roth
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. this week,
earning $6 an hour. Set for release
in three weeks, the film focuses on
an_inner-city teenager torn be-
tween remaining with his often
discouraging friends or following a

brighter path.
The program introduces
students to the varied careers

available in the highly competitive
film industry. Each of the pro-
gram’s participants have been
given a specific task to carry out
during production. Mossman says
many of the students — the group
includes several hired to follow the
making of the film for an upcom-
ing documentary — often prefer to
stay late to finish assignments.

“With [14] students, the chal-
lenge is making sure everyone is
learning and that everyone is hav-
ing a great experience,” says
Project Executive Director Eliza-
beth Donius. “The kids have to
choose to do this. They get paid
46 an hour, but it's still their sum-
mer.”

Local professional actors chosen’

Assistant dincbor and location
Jheri J

, @ junior
at Chlcm Vocational Carur
Academy, prepares to scout loca-
tions with Bob Hudgins (right),
IFP-Chicago president.

by the team also have worked
closely with the crew.

Last year, the program was held
at Curie High school. The seript
was not written by the students
and shooting lasted only two days.
Now in its second year, the Sum-
mer Production Mentorship Pro-
gram has been increased to five
days, Donius says, adding that her
organization is looking forward to
expanding the workshop to more
Chicago high schools.

After post-production, each stu-
dent will receive a DVD version of
the film that also will include the
documentary. The filmmakers
plan to enter several film festivals
and offer a “Scream at Me" sum-
mer premiere screening on Aug.
19. For now, though, the group is
focusing on finishing the film.

“Whether it will be good or bad
or brilliant is up to them,” says
Mossman. "Everyhody has a voice,
and this is theirs.”
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